
When I started coming to  
Sam Field eight years ago, it 

was like coming home.

It’s amazing that Isabela  
has peers and role models who  

are also hard of hearing.

Finding a place like  
Commonpoint Queens in the  

city is a small miracle.

For the first time in months, 
someone saw me,  

not just my disability.

I had been laid off and  
being able to help others has  

given me purpose.

ESPINOSA 
FAMILY 
The teachers, staff, security 
guards, and maintenance 
staff know us by name  
and we are treated like  
treasured family. Our children 
thrive every day in nursery, 
swim, camp, and now in  
after school. They have  
made best friends and  
so have we. It’s more than 
community, it’s family.

ISABELA 
We found out about the Lisa 
Beth Gerstman program  
at Explorer Day Camp by 
chance when visiting 
Isabela’s ENT. This program 
has been a perfect fit for  
our family. Commonpoint 
Queens’ experience with 
safety guidelines as an 
emergency childcare during 
the pandemic, combined  
with the fact that Isabela now  
has peers and role models 
who are also hard of hearing, 
helped her make tons of 
friends, learn how to swim, 
and develop a love for camp.

ARTURO 
My mom saved her whole  
life for a rainy day, but my 
illness turned into a 
hurricane and everything 
she built was gone. I found 
out about Commonpoint 
Queens through one of my 
teachers. She said, “Go there, 
this is what they do!” I met 
Brynn, who gave me a chance 
and offered me a job with  
the Test & Trace team and 
she introduced me to Leslie 
who helped us with rental 
assistance. I regained my 
optimism, my drive, and I 
love my colleagues.

FLO  
I started coming to Sam Field 
eight years ago volunteering 
in the Senior Department. 
Now I take two classes. From 
the first time I came, I met 
beautiful people and I felt 
like I was home. Coming to 
Commonpoint Queens, for 
me, it is just great. I feel, 

“thank G-d for Sam Field in 
my heart.”

LEO 
I started volunteering in the 
Forest Hills food pantry at 
the very beginning of the 
pandemic. I come every day 
and it has been a lifesaver  
for me. It is a reason to get  
up in the morning, and has 
helped me through some 
very traumatic times. I am 
needed and it feels good to 
help others. Commonpoint 
has been a family for me.



 

Dear Friends,
As we come to the end of the second year of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we continue to see our most vulnerable teens, older adults, and people 
with special needs experiencing high levels of crisis. 

Studies are finding that young teens are experiencing greater 
incidents of mental health issues and dropping grades in school. In 
addition to the pandemic, young people were traumatized by the 
racial crises over the last few years and had to contend with the loss 
or illness of loved ones. 

Our older adults felt the brunt of the pandemic from day one and 
the social isolation continues. A recent New York City survey 
showed that two-thirds of seniors reported experiencing financial 
challenges and nearly one in ten did not have enough to eat. The 
numbers get even starker for Holocaust Survivors with more than 
half living at 150% below the federal poverty level.  

Record unemployment affected hundreds of thousands of 
families who continue to struggle to find their way back to financial 
stability. And, we cannot forget how incidents of antisemitism and 
racism continue to rise, spreading fear among traditionally 
marginalized people.

Your tax-deductible donation is key to helping people just like 
Arturo, Leo, Flo, Isabela, and the Espinosa Family thrive. Please make 
a gift today. With your help, we can continue to be the commonpoint 
for our community.

On behalf of our clients, staff, and the Board, thank you.
Wishing you health and happiness in the New Year.

Danielle Ellman,  
CEO Commonpoint Queens
 

Lawrence Gottlieb    
Chair, Board of Directors

COMMONPOINT QUEENS is dedicated to sustaining 
and enhancing the quality of individual, family  
and communal life throughout Queens County and 
surrounding areas, by providing services to people  
of all ages, ability levels, stages of life and backgrounds.

Commonpoint Queens 
Sam Field Center
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-6750

Commonpoint Queens 
Central Queens
67-09 108th Street 
Forest Hills, NY 11375  
718-268-5011

www.CommonpointQueens.org

4,635
young people returned  
in person to our 24  
summer camp programs

1,494,175
pounds of food distributed 
through our 4 food pantries 
 

23,360
community members prioritized their 
health and wellness in our gym, pools, 
exercise and sports programs

73,400
hours of vocational training provided by the 
Employment Hub to aspiring professionals 

8,477
students in grades 
K–12 provided with  
a safe, nurturing  
environment to  
thrive socially  
and emotionally

2,471

4,726
clients placed in jobs  
through our youth  
and adult workforce 
programs 

43,873
meals and health check-ins provided to 
the homes of neighborhood seniors
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LIVES TRANSFORMED
clients of all ages received mental health 
care, case management, legal and financial 
counseling and benefit enrollment

hours volunteered by 
community members

17,011

$663,450
in cash assistance distributed to pay for  
rent, utilities, education scholarships,  
food, and immigrant and refugee support

At Commonpoint 
Queens, I was  
given a chance.  


