
Lunar New Year, celebrated yearly, is one of
the most important and most celebrated

holidays among East and Southeast Asian
cultures and communities. This New Year

celebration lasts multiple days and is tied to
the Lunar calendar. Filled with excitement
and vibrancy, celebrations include feasts,
traditions, rituals, and preparations, with
many of these symbolizing togetherness,
prosperity, and abundance. Each year, the
Lunar calendar is represented by a zodiac
animal that represents a Chinese zodiac

sign, known as sheng xiao.
This years zodiac animal is the rabbit. The

rabbit represents peace, longevity,
prosperity, and hope.

 
Learn more about the Year of the Rabbit

MLK DAY
 1/16

Each year, an annual observance is held
for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. This day

focuses on honoring the life, legacy, and
impact that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
has and continues to have on African

American citizens and communities, as
well as many other communities

working towards equality and justice. He
was a social activist and driving force
behind peaceful marches, protests and

legislative acts. His legacy continues on
today and The King Center celebrates
each year with a theme to be used for

the year and beyond. This years theme
is "Cultivating a Beloved Community

Mindset to Transform Unjust Systems"
 

Learn more by visiting The King Center.

LUNAR NEW YEAR
1/22

CULTURAL ARTS &
JEWISH HERITAGE
JANUARY 2023

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
WISHING OUR COMMONPOINT QUEENS COMMUNITY A HAPPY & HEALTHY 2023!

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND EVENTS HERE!
Contact Sivan Ben-Aderet at sbenaderet@commonpointqueens.org

https://chinesenewyear.net/
https://thekingcenter.org/king-holiday-2023/#top
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/cultural/


CULTURAL ARTS &
JEWISH HERITAGE
JANUARY 2023

UPCOMING EVENTS
click each date to learn more!

1/23: Jewish Book Council Speaker Event with
Franki Bagdade

1/25: Art History classes with Harry Weil begin

2/6 - 2/10: Celebrate Tu BiShvat with
Commonpoint Queens (more to come!)

2/6: Jewish Book Council Speaker Event with
Letty Cottin Pogrebin

2/9: Practical & Ethical Wisdom for Life classes
with Rabbi Irwin Goldenberg  begin

2/16: Classes with National Museum of the United
States Army begin

2/27: Jewish Book Council Speaker Event with
Daniel Grunfeld

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND EVENTS HERE!
Contact Sivan Ben-Aderet at  sbenaderet@commonpointqueens.org

Kids Academy: The Story of Martin Luther King Jr.
Sesame Street: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
AmeriCorps: MLK Day Legacy of Service
Dear Coretta Legacy
Martin Luther King Jr. Read Aloud

The Story of the Chinese Zodiac Rabbit 2023
Fortune Tales: The Story of Lunar New Year
Chelsea's Chinese New Year Read Aloud
Find your Lunar New Year animal!
Year of the Rabbit activities

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Lunar New Year

RESOURCES & MORE
click each one to see more!

After Israel, the United States has the second largest Hebrew speaking population, about 220,000 fluent speakers
Many words in Arabic are used by Hebrew speakers as slang words such as sababa (great) and mabsut (satisfied)
The Hebrew alphabet has 22 letters, some that have some numerical values. These letters are usually used to give
some sophisticated meanings.

Wow! We had such an incredible December. So many great events, programs, and celebrations all across Commonpoint
Queens. As we see - Hanukkah took a main part over the past month and we had so much fun celebrating it.

For the month of January, we are going to focus on the Hebrew language! On January 12th (or the 21st of Tevet) is the
annual “Hebrew Day” or as we call it in Hebrew “Yom Ha’Ivrit”. Before Tevet 21st was “Yom Ha’Ivrit” it was a birthday of
a very important person in the history of the Jewish world and in the history of Hebrew in particular, Eliezer Ben-
Yehuda. Eliezer Ben‑Yehuda was born in 1858 and he was a Russian– Jewish linguist, grammarian, and journalist. He
is known as the lexicographer of the first Hebrew dictionary and was the editor of HaZvi, one of the first Hebrew
newspapers published in the Land of Israel. He was the main driving force behind the revival of the Hebrew language
and today even today he is still referred to as “Father of Hebrew”.

There is a lot to say about the Hebrew language. The name of it “Ivrit” comes from the word “Ivri” which was the name
of the descendant of “Ever” - Abraham's great grandfather and for days to come - the Jewish people. It was used as a
common language until the end of the 2nd century AD as a result of the rebels' failure against the Roman Empire. Back
then and up until the 19th century, Hebrew was almost exclusively used as the language of the holy books of the
Jewish world. Here are some fun facts about Hebrew...

Today the use of the Hebrew language is no less than a miracle. The story of a language being revived after almost
2000 years is a story like no other - literally! As an Israeli and a Hebrew speaker I love Ivrit and its uniqueness, sound,
and history. Happy Hebrew day! Yom Ivrit Sa’me’ach!

STRAIGHT OUT OF ISRAEL
with Amit, our Commonpoint Queens Community Shaliach

https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-events/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-events/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-classes/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/cultural/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/event/shanda-a-memoir-of-shame-and-secrecy-with-letty-cottin-pogrebin/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-classes/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-classes/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-classes/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-classes/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/program/cultural-arts-and-jewish-heritage-events/
https://www.commonpointqueens.org/cultural/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwZxJEUOvS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGd6J-jwzV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUdPxEn4vnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mf63oJGJl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0khfn9JtcS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDUMLn4d3eI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVPHdFX9iHY&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgCzpFF4xEQ
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/which-chinese-new-year-animal-are-you-like
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/year-of-the-rabbit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journalist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lexicography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HaZvi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revival_of_the_Hebrew_language

