
The Ancient Silk Road & the Bukharian
Jews: Their Origins and History

Winter 2020-21 Cultural Arts Virtual Speakers

Illinois Holocaust Museun & Education Center  
Monday, December 21

Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Andrée Aelion Brooks
Monday, January 11

Mark Wilf
Thursday, January 21 

In Conversation
with Mark Wilf,

Owner of the
Minnesota Vikings David Lehrer

Monday, January 25 

Jews lived in Central Asia for over 2,500 years, one of
the oldest Jewish communities in the Diaspora.

Many Bukharians believe they are descended from
the Ten Lost Tribes. Today Queens is home to the

second largest Bukharian Jewish community in the
world. Explore the history of the Bukharian Jews

with Andrée Aelion Brooks, and take a peek into their
lives and culture over the centuries. Ms. Brooks is an

Associate Fellow, Yale University and a former
contributing columnist for The New York Times.

Environmental Peacebuilding:
Israel & the Middle East

Join us for a virtual visit to the Illinois Holocaust
Museum & Education Center with curator Arielle

Weininger. Arielle will lead us through the exhibition
that explores Justice Ginsburg’s life and her

numerous, often simultaneous, roles as a student, wife,
mother, lawyer, judge, women’s rights pioneer, and
internet phenomenon. Our program will include a

video tour followed by a Q & A session with a docent.

As the owner of the Minnesota Vikings for the past 16
years, Mark Wilf has led a transformation of the
organization, building a team that consistently

competes for championships, providing the best in
class fan experience, and positively impacting the

Minneapolis-St. Paul community. As the son of
Holocaust survivors, Mark has drawn upon his
parents’ experiences to become an unwavering

advocate for the needs of the Jewish people and the
community at large as chair of the Board of Trustees
of The Jewish Federations of North America. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Wilf Family Foundations
and the Vikings gave over $5 million to support health

care workers, the elderly, food banks,  and Jewish
causes in the US and Israel.

In celebration of Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish holiday
recognizing ecology and trees, we will hear from

David Lehrer, the executive director of Israel’s Arava
Institute for Environmental Studies, about the

environmental cooperation between Israel and its
neighbors in the Middle East. Sponsored by the

Jewish National Fund.

For more information, please email
KStrauss@Commonpointqueens.org 


